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Author’s note

In the interests of consistency, any instances of American English spellings,
especially of words contained within direct quotes (with the exception of titles and

proper nouns) have been modified to the British English equivalents.

In addition to this, the capitalised spellings of ‘internet” and ‘world wide web’ have

also been changed to reflect current standards.
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Abstract

This dissertation is an attempt to discuss and hopefully answer the question: ‘are
weblogs enriching journalism in the new media environment?’

Chapter 1 gives a background to the weblog phenomenon, outlines my motivation for
researching this thesis, and details the research methodology, literature, and research
limits on the project.

Chapter 2 deals with the attack on New York on September 11, 2001, and the
repercussions this event had for the media sphere in the succeeding weeks and
months; how it proved pivotal for showing the potential for ordinary citizens to take
the media into their own hands and contribute directly to the news process, and what
implications arose as a result.

In Chapter 3 I explore the apparent redefinition of the media environment in the wake
of 9/11 and its long-term effects; describing the new terms by which an increasingly
connected society deals with the established mainstream media and relates to its
journalism, and whether this new relationship is enriching the journalism produced by
the mainstream in any way.

Placing weblogs within the broader trend of ‘citizen journalism’, Chapter 4 looks at
the media response to both the London bombings on July 7, 2005 and the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans in late summer of 2005, in comparison with the
events of 9/11 and subsequent event-driven media phenomena.

Evaluating what actual effects the shifting media paradigm is having on contemporary
journalism and journalists is the basis of Chapter 5, where I analyse and discuss the
conclusions of the Harvard conference on blogging and journalism, as well as feedback
from journalists, bloggers and journalists who blog, whom were interviewed for this
dissertation, to uncover the realities of the blogosphere’s relationship with the
traditional media.



